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SYNOPSIS FOR THE OMBUDSMAN

Christopher Troy CATT, b, 3.5.73
Sharon Gaye CATT, b, 4.3.75
Julie Michelle CATT, b. 14.2.77
Tony Michael CATT, b. 8.11.78

C/~ Roseanne CATT (Stepmother)
73 Burke Road,
Dapto. 2530

NATURAL FATHER: Barry Robert CATT, b, 19.4.45

- Panel Beater Proprietor,
1 Cornwall Street, Taree. 2430

BATURAL MOTHER;: Lorraine Dawn PEARSON, b, 3.6.49

(Divorced approx. 1982).
Address Unknown.

Roseanne CATT, b, 17.11.46
(Married Barry Catt August, 1987).
73 Burke Road, Dapto.

REFACTO MOTHER;: Sharon CLARK (with family approx. 1983-85),

Address unknown.
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Court Cases Pending
8.10.90 - Marie Whalen - Murder - Supreme Court Newcastle.
Taree D.C, Nov 90 - Barry Catt & Robert Tisdell .......

Newcastle District Court Nov/Dec ? 90 - Roseanne Catt ....

SUMMARY

This was meant to be a concise account of this case. However, as
there are so many interwoven issues, it is difficult to be brief.

It is my opinion that Chris, Sharon, Julie and Tony Catt suffered
a wide range of abuse during their early years at the hands of a
number of people. Whatever the extent of that abuse was, it
ceased when the children developed enough trust in Roseanne Catt,
to disclose it to her. Their bonding/attachment to Roseanne Catt
is fact. Their dislike (hatred?) of Barry Catt is fact. Their
sexual abuse is fact.

It is my opinion that there are many sinister activities
associated with the motivation of many people surrounding these
children.

I have no doubt that the intervention of Taree District Centre
has protected these children and all of the actions taken on
their behalf has been towards their ultimate welfare. Guilty or
not guilty of the charges against her, altruistically motivated
or not, Roseanne Catt has been and is a timely saviour of the
physical, emotional and sexual well being of Chris, Sharon, Julie
and Tony Catt.

Greg Baggs

District Manager
Department of Family &
Community Services
TAREE DISTRICT CENTRE

B G R
Ay et
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HISTORY OF F.A.C.5. INVOLVEMENT

1.

25.8.87 - Notification received from Manning River District
Hospital at Taree District Centre alleging emotional abuse of all
four children, due to fear of Barry Catt (natural father).
.Children witnessed physical abuse by him of Roseanne Catt (step
mother) .

2.

Notification investigated and further information obtained. It
was revealed that Mr Catt was currently in Hunter Hospital
Psychiatric Clinic (Newcastle)., 11.9.87 Chris and Sharon
revealed their trust in Roseanne Catt. Roseanne Catt was
interviewed and discussion centred on Mr Catt’s psychiatric
condition, her fears for self and children and the younger 2
particularly. Community Health Services and Temporary Foster
Care discussed.

3.

Due to Barry Catt’s absence from the home, risk, in terms of the
children was eliminated and Mrs Catt was strongly supportive of
them.

Referral for psychological counselling for the children was
arranged for 23,9.87 with Sue Connors (psychologist) Taree
Community Health. Arrangements were also made to provide
Temporary Foster Care when required. Allegations of
emotional/physical abuse were substantiated by the children.

4.
Mr Catt was discharged from Hunter Hospital on 10.10.87.

3.

20.10,.87. Notification received on all four children alleging:-
Sexual assault on girls by male relative some years ago - Barry
Catt forcing children to have contact with this person - Barry
Catt’s manic behaviour causing emotional upheaval - Sharon and
Chris alleging sexual abuse,

6.

20.10.87 All children placed in Voluntary Temporary Foster Care.
Decision made to gather evidence of physical and emotional abuse,
and to refer to Kay Butterworth, Sexual Assault Counsellor, Taree
Community Health (with possibility of gathering any evidence),
with a view to proceeding with Children’s Court action,
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28.10.87. laint lodged on behalf of all children at Taree
c:xldron' gg:gt under the Child Welfare Act 1939, Section 72 (3),
“{ncompetent guardianship".

Taree Childrens Court adiournod the hcurtng to 2.11.87, .
conditioned that the children remain in a “place of safety" to be
determined by the Department.

2.11.87. Taree Childrens Court hearing complaint established.
Further remand sought to 14.12.87, to allow counselling to
continue and to monitor the progress of the family. The children
to remain in a place of safety.

9.

During the period 2.11.87 to 14.12.87 all children continued
counselling with Psychologists and the Sexual Assault Counsellor
at Taree Community Health. Wwhile the children “"glossed" over the
sexual assault issues, psychological testing continued to
reaffirm their strong attachment to Roseanne Catt. All made
negative references to Barry Catt.

10.

25.11.87. Sharon and Julie were returned home as they had been
suffering emotionally and wanted to be with Roseanne Catt.
Progress with the family in general appeared to be satisfactory.

1.

14.12.87. Despite some difficulties, the absence of the children
from the relationship had some positive effects and Mr Catt had
attended some sessions with the family.

The Court agreed to adjourn the case for 3 months on condition
that Mr Catt continued medical supervision and counselling
continue for the children. The children were released to the
care of Mrs Roseanne Catt during the adjournment.

12.

14.3.88. Taree Childrens Court hearing. All matters relevant to
the case had been abided by Mr Catt over the adjournment period
but some reservation was expressed regarding his
unpredictability. The children expressed agreement with
returning and counselling was continuing. Mrs Catt felt that she
had the support necessary to protect the children if needed. The
Court ordered that the 4 children be committed to the care of
Roseanne Catt until they attained 16 years. No supervision was
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ordered and with supports in place, none was sought. As pointed
out in the court report, the order could be varied in future, by
application to the Court.

13.

5.5.88. A further notification was received alleging physical
abuse by Barry Catt on Christopher and Sharon, encouragement by
Barry Catt of Robert Tisdell (his nephew) to sexually harass
Sharon and Julie and Sharon alleging sexual abuse by Barry Catt.
Further allegations were that all four children were sleeping
with Roseanne Catt to avoid harassment by Barry Catt and
allegations that Barry Catt had masturbated in front of the
children in the shower.

14.

5.5.88. Det. Sgt. Frank Burgess of the Child Mistreatment Unit,
Newcastle, was officially notified of the alleged sexual assaults
by Barry Catt and Robert Tisdell,

15.

Investigations continued with Roseanne Catt seeking an
Apprehended Domestic Violence Order at Taree Police Station.
Anthony was placed in Temporary Foster Care for 3 weeks.

16.

23.5,B8, Court action under Domestic Violence Legislation
resulted in Barry Catt being restrained from approaching the
children or Mrs Catt., Arrangements were made for ongoing
counselling for the children,

17.

21,7.88. Medical examinations of all children were undertaken
and Det. Sgt. Prank Burgess and staff of the C.M.U. Newcastle,
obtained statements from Julie, Sharon, Chris and Tony. Matters

were then largely in the hands of the Police and the children’s
counsellors.

18.

Between 21.7.88 and December 1988, the primary workers with the

children and family were the counsellors who had previously been
involved.



h LT

1605657

19.

5.1.89. roval was given to cease Departmental involvement
with thootpghildrcn as Det. Sgt. Burgess was shortly to charge Mr
Catt and Mr Tisdell and the sexual assault counsellor, Glenda
Marshall, was to work with the children in readiness for Court.

20.

9.2.89. Det. Sgt. Frank Burgess re-interviewed all four
children,

21.

10.2.89. Barry Catt and Robert Tisdell were charged on 15 counts
of sexual assault each, including sodomy. Both bailed to appear
at Taree Local Court on 27.2.89.

22.

14.2.89. Det. Sgt. Frank Burgess telephoned the Child Protection
Worker, Sandra Wilson, of this office, to advise that this Centre
should remain involved with the family as the situation was very
volatile at present.

23.

14.2.89. Community Health’s Sexual Assault Counsellor, Glenda
Marshall, agreed to maintain constant contact and I made
arrangements to have D.O. Bill Ferguson visit the children on his
return from leave 27.2.89. Mrs Catt had made this request as the
children trusted Mr Ferguson.

24.

27.2.89. Taree Local Court found that both Barry Catt and Robert
Tisdell had a prima facie case to answer and were held over to
Taree District Court sittings 31.7.89 and 1.8.89.

25.

8.3.89. Mr Ferguson D.0. and Glenda Marshall completed a joint
visit with the children, From that time it was agreed that
Glenda would be the primary worker and this office’s involvement
would be one of monitoring. Shortly after this, Glenda Marshall
shared the counselling with the independent Counsellor, Sharon
Cox of Taree.
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26.

ficulty was experienced with Tony Catt acting out
g:::vgéﬁrlsuang Roseangz Catt arranged for him to go to relatives
in Queensland in April 1989.

217.

1.8.89, Barry Catt and Robert Tisdell were committed for trial
to Taree district Court, at a date to be fixed.

28.

16.8.89., A notification was received alleging that since Mr Catt
had been committed for trial, he had embarked on a campaign of
emotional abuse of the children.

29.

16.8.89. A letter dated 10.8.89 was received at the office from
the Solicitor for Public Prosecutions. This letter referred te
Barry Robert Catt and Robert John Tisdell being committed for
trial on 1.8.89. The letter expressed apprehension that the
accused person Barry Catt may seek to influence, intimidate, or
harass the children. Concern was expressed for their safety and
a reguest made that this office monitor the situation regarding
the children, Following receipt of that letter and having regard
to the notification I directed increased supervision,

30,

18.8.89. Taree Police were contacted concerning an alleged
breach of bail conditions by Barry Catt. Chris, Sharon and Julie
Catt made statements to Sgt. Borkowskis of Taree Police on
18.8.89, copies of which are contained on file. To my knowledge,
no action was taken against Barry Catt in this regard.

.

24.8.89., I became aware, through a TV broadcast, that Roseanne
Catt had been arrested for "conspiracy to murder" her husband
Barry Catt. I presumed that Roseanne Catt would be held in
custody due to the serious nature of the offence and began to be
concerned about the whereabouts of the children. I received a

phone call from Child Protection Worker,Sandra Wilson , regarding
Roseanne Catt’s arrest.

32.

After receiving the call from Sandra Wilson, contact with Bill
Ferguson revealed that the children’s whereabouts would not be

disclosed by Det. Sgt. Peter Thomas and that Mr Ferguson was to
be guestioned.
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various ne calls but could not speak with Det. Thomas.
;1::::ct ottioos?OChtiatino Warne, revealed that she had obtained
a phone number and spoken with Sharon Catt who disclosed they
were with people named Newell and were safe. Det. Thomas was to
speak with me at 9 a.m. on 25.8.89.

33.

25.8.89, At 8.45 a.m. at Taree District Centre, I held a meeting
with all staff involved on the previous evening. I was concerned
that (a) the children’s whereabouts had not been disclosed by
Police and (b) allegations of some kind were being made about
D.0, Bill Ferguson. As Det., Thomas had not phoned by 9 a.m., I
telephoned the Police Station at 9.15 a.m. (also to ascertain
whether the children had been "interrogated" as disclosed in an
anonymous note left at the District Centre). I spoke to Det.
Thomas and asked if anyone had been interviewing the children and
who the Newells were. I also asked why he had not disclosed the
whereabouts of the children to my officers, Christine Warne D,O.,
Neil Wilkins D.O. and Bill Ferguson D.O. on the previous evening.

He apologised for not contacting me regarding the children adding
that he felt he could not trust Taree F.A.C.S. because of
information he had regarding Bill Ferguson. He stated that Mr
Newell was safe for the children and that Mr Newell and the
children would be at my office at 9.30 a.m. I asked whether Bill
Ferguson was implicated in any way as I should know about it.

4.

During this telephone discussion with Det. Thomas, he stated that
with all of his investigations into the case there was
information which showed Departments, Police and even the
Magistrate had been lloppy in the handling of it. He said that
there would be a "no bill" entered in the case against Barry Catt
and he wanted Bill Ferguson "off the case". I arranged an
appointment with him at the Police Station at 11.00 a.m.

as.

At about 9.45 a.m, on 25.8.89, Mr & Mrs Newell, Christopher,
Sharon and Julie Catt attended the office, I interviewed Mr &
Mrs Newell and D.O.’'s Warne and Reynolds interviewed the
children. This was to establish (a) whether the children were
protected and unharassed and (b) the suitability of the Newells,
Mr & Mrs Newell presented as warm and caring although Mr Newell
expressed concern about Mr Ferguson D.0., whom he claimed was
biased in favour of Roseanne Catt., The children were ambivalent
about staying with Newells.

26.

Mr Newell had knowledge of the alleged sexual assaults committed
against the children but he expressed disbelief that Barry Catt
was responsible. He further expressed his opinion that neither







