. ECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN DETECTIVE INSPECTOR W.R. CHAPMAN AND
DETECTIVE SERGEANT P. THOMAS AT THE REGIONAL CRIME SQUAD OFFICE
NORTH, NEWCASTLE ON MONDAY THE 2 APRIL, 1990.

ALSO PRESENT: Detective Sergeant G.L. LEONARD (Typist)

TIME COMMENCED: 1.10 P.M.

0.1 As you know I am Detective Inspector Chapman and ‘the man
typing is Detective Sergeant Leonard, We are from the

Internal Police Security Branch in Sydney. Do you
understand that,
A. Yes.

Q.2 I am going to ask you some gquestions concerning the
arrest of a Peter Kevin Bridge about 6.30pm on the 24
August, 1989 and the subsequent charging of Bridge that

same day.
A, Yes.
Q.3 The questions that I ask you together with any answers

you make will be recorded on the word processor by
Detective Sergeant Leonard as the interview takes place.
At the completion of the interview you will be given the
opportunity of reading through it and signing it. You
will also be given a complete copy of the record of
interview, Do you understand that.

A. Yes.

Q.4 For the purposes of this record of interview, what |is
your full name, rank and station of attachment.

A. Peter Thomas, Detective Sergeant, Regional Crime Squad,

North, Newcastle.

Q.5 About 6,.,30pm on the 24 August, 1989, Peter Bridge was
arrested by uniform Police at 1 Cornwall Street, Taree
and taken to the Taree Police Station. Do you understand

that it lhas

A. Yes.

Q.6 Have you any knowledge of the circumstances of that
arrest,

A. . Yes, he was bought to the station by uniform Police, As I

recall they spoke to him in relation to him approaching a
witness called Shane Golds. The uniform Police made
contact with Detective Paget. As a result he was bought
to the station and I was present then when he was
interviewed by Paget in relation to an allegation made by
that witness Shane Golds and an assault on Barry Catt.

Q.7 Did you subseguently charge Peter Bridge with any offence
after 6.30pm on the 24 August, 1989.

A. Yes I did. With assault in relation to an incident
involving Barry Catt on the 2 May, 1988, And with

wrongfully accuse another of committing a crime in
relation to the same incident and a statemefit made by him.
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Q.8

A.

0.9
A.
Q.10
A.
Q.11
A.
Q.12

A.

Q.13

A.

Q.14
A.

Q.15

R At

Do you have any knowledge of what time Peter Bridge was
arrested in the afternoon of the 24 August, 1989.

Only that after referring to my records I see that it is
recorded that he was arrested at 5.30pm.

From those records can you tell me what time Peter Bridge
was charged that evening. T,
Yes, 6.30pm. '

The records you are referring to are photostat copies of
charge sheets. 1Is that correct.
Yes that correct.

You have told me that Detective Paget interviewed Peter
Bridge. 1Is that correct.
Yes.

Was a record of interview conducted or a statement taken
off Peter Bridge.

No from memory Bridge was given the opportunity of making
a statement but declined to do so.

Do you know the names of the uniform Police who bought
Peter Bridge back to the Taree Police Station on the
afternoon of the 24 August, 1989.

No.

Had you met Peter Bridge prior to that afternoon.

No I had not met him, I had seen him at the Police
Station earlier in the day. I know that he was detained
by Detective Sergeant Brown following a search of a house
occupied by him, earlier that day.

When Peter Bridge was bought back to the Police Station
on the afternoon of the 24 August, 1989, are you aware if

-~-there-was-a-party--in-progress- in-a--room--at-—the-—-rear — of

the Police Station near the compound.
No.

Are you aware if any Police at Taree Police Station at
the time that Peter Bridge was bought there on the
afternoon of the 24 August, 1989, were drinking beer.

No they certainly weren't in the area where I was. I was
unaware of any Police drinking beer.

Did you see any peclice drinking beer that afternoon.

Yes I did, after 10pm when I had finished my tour of duty
together with Detective Paget he and I consumed a couple
of beers from a fridge that is kept in a room there for
police to have a drink when they have completed their
duties, I am fairly certain we had a couple of beers
that night when we had finished our duty. I did not see
any other police consume beer that night, certainly not
before 10pm anyway.
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Q.

Q.

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

17 When you had a drink of beer after 10pm on the 24 August,
1989 would Peter Bridge still have been present at the
Taree Police Station.
It's my recollection that he would have bailed and 1left
the Police Station.

18 When Peter Bridge was bought to the Taree Police Station
on this occasion, did you hear a number of police singing
'happy birthday’'. .

No. -

19 When Peter Bridge was bought to the Police Station, did

you see him.
My recollection is that he was bought to the Detective
Sergeant's office by uniform police who inturn approached
me. Then after a short conversation with Detective
Paget, the two of us went to that room and spoke to him,

20 Did you say to Peter Bridge, "Well, you've been around
harassing people already. Can't you control yourself.
You've been around harassing Adrian Newell in Muldoon
Street. You've been driving past there and harassing
them."”

No I did not.

21 pid you say to Peter Bridge, "Well your mother's in a
bit of trouble isn't she. She had it coming to her,
doing all those things to Barry and thinking she could
get away with it, like she did with the fire. Well she's
come unstuck this time. Do you know she's been charged
with 13 charges."

No I did not.

22 Did you at any stage during the interview with Peter
Bridge 1leave the interview room and return with a stubby
of Toocheys beer and drink that beer in front of Peter
Bridge.

A o o NOLI-did nob .. o e e e e e

Q.

Q.

23 Had vyou been drinking earlier in the day prior to the
arrest of Peter Bridge on the afternoon of the 24 Auqust,
1989.
No I had not and in fact I started duty at 7am that day
and did not even stop to participate in a meal, but I
certainly hadn't consumed any alcohol at all, -

24 On that afternoon did you say to Peter Bridge, "Now
about the rock incident with Barry and your mother, where
your mother hit Barry with the rock." to which Bridge
replied, "No she didn't."

No I didn't, in fact I didn't speak to him at all. It
was agreed that Detective Paget speak to him about the
incident and that I corroborate him, I think.

BY THOMAS: I need to go to the toilet sir, 1I'll only be a few

mi

BY

nutes is that all right with you.

CHAPMAN: Certainly.
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INTERVIEW SUSPENDED: 1.44 P.M,

INTERVIEW RESUMED: 1.48 P.M,

Q.25

A.

Q.26
A.

Q.27

Q.31

GA Hf

Are you saying to me that on the afternoon of the 24
August, 1989 after Peter Bridge was bought to the Police
Station, you had no conversation with him whatsoever, ,

No, when Detective Paget had finished speaking to him
about the matters subject of the charges that he declined
to make any formal statement. Prior to him leaving the
Detectives office I said to him words to the effect, "I
advise vyou not to approach Shane Golds or any other
person you is involved in this matter and threaten them
in any way. If you do you might find yourself in trouble
again." He was upset and had been crying and I said to
him also, "If you change your mind about about anything
you have said to me, and you want to say something to me,
don't hesitate to get in contact with me or Detective
Paget." I think that is my entire conversation with
him, words to that effect.

Is that the only conversation you had with Peter Bridge
that afternoon. .
That I can recall, yes.

Did you ever threaten Peter Bridge that afternoon that he
would lose his apprenticeship if he didn't tell you the
truth.

No I did not,

Did Detective Paget in your presence threaten Peter
Bridge that ©Peter Bridge would lose his job if he didn't
tell the truth.
No he did not.

~InPeter Bridge's presence; -did—- you —see--Detective —Carl

Paget holding a stubby of Tooheys beer.
No.

On that afternoon did you see Detective Carl Paget
drinking beer in Peter Bridge's presence.

No and I take this opportunity to say that I don't and no
Police wunder my control drink beer whilst on police duty,
more especially in the presence of a defendant or a
potential defendant.

At any stage during the interview with Peter Bridge, did
you see Detective Paget sit on a desk <close to Peter
Bridge and say to Peter Bridge, "How about you tell me
the truth, if you don't we're going to have to charge you
and lock you up for the night." To which Peter Bridge
replied, "I'm telling the truth."

No he didn't say those words, He may have sat on the
desk but I don't recall him doing it.
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Q.

A.

Q.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.
A,

Q.

A.

0.

A.

0.

A,

32 Did you ever mention Mr. Terry Sheehan's name to Peter
Bridge when he was being interviewed,

No.

33 Did you ever say to Peter Bridge on the afternoon of the
24 August, 1989, "Your mother's done a lot of wrong
things having Barry charged with sexual assault on, his
children which 1is a load of bullshit. She's brain washed
them kids. I'm going to speak to them kids before the
end of the week, you wait and see. I'll get them to tell
the truth, especially Christopher, the 1little bastard.
Barry wouldn't do that to his kids, there's nothing wrong
with Barry, it's just vour mother."

No I did not, and sir, may I respectfully say, I had no
conversation with Peter Bridge this night other than what
I have fully explained to you in earlier questions.

34 During the interview with Peter Bridge, did you leave the
room and speak to a female police woman who allegedly has
blonde spiky hair and say to her, "Can you get us some
more beer up the back." To which the police woman
replied, "I'm not going up there, they're mad."

No I did not.

35 Are you aware of a female uniform police officer or
detective at the Taree Police Station with blonde spiky
hair.

Certainly not a detective and not a police woman that I
know of either.

36 Was there a male police officer on duty that afternoon
whose first name or surname is 'Malcolm'.

Not that I know of, no.

317 Did any police officer say to you in the presence of
-~ —- --Peter Bridge;— "She’s in —the- cell -whinging."— -referring
to Mrs. Catt., To which you replied, "well fuck her."

No sir.

38 Did a uniform Constable say to you in the presence of

Peter Bridge, "I should stick a bullet in her and all our
worries would be over."
No sir ‘that was certainly not said. There was
conversation later in the evening between uniform police
and myself about the female defendant complaining about
chest pains and a decision was made by the Sergeant in
Charge to take her to the hospital as I recall. I'm not
sure if Peter Bridge was still in the Station when that
conversation was had but he was not still in the
interview situation with myself and Paget.

39 Did you ever hear Detective Carl Paget say in the
presence of Peter Bridge, "I'd love to go out there and
smack her in the mouth." ‘

No sir.
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